


Years of hard work, perseverance and 

dedication have paid off for a group of 

Thomas County Central High School seniors. 

The highest academic honors for its 2017 

graduating class have been named: 

valedictorian, salutatorian, and honor 

graduates.  

Valedictorian is Hannah Dixon, salutatorian 

is Chandler Watson, and there are 46 honor 

graduates.  

Looking back on her freshman year of high 

school, Hannah Dixon never imagined she 

would be named valedictorian of her class. 

But, she said òa lot of dedication and 

perseveranceó paid off. 

òBeing named the valedictorian of my class 

is a recognition I hold to the highest 

standard of honor,ó she said. òI had no idea 

the payoff of my hard work and 

determination would be as notable as this 

recognition.ó 

Even though Dixon feels school 

involvement, studying òrelentlessly," working 

hard and paying close attention in class 

were important aspects of her becoming 

valedictorian, she believes there is more to 

it than just doing well in school.  

òThe key to achieving such a level of 

recognition comes from the rigidity of my 

own standards,ó she said. òI set my personal 

expectations at the highest of levels and 

then aimed to reach a level beyond that. 

Moral support from my family and self -

determination were, are, and will continue 

to be crucial components of my academic 

career.ó 

Chandler Watson is humbled by the honor 

of being named salutatorian. He calls it òa 

sweet justification and victoryó after some 

of his most trying times.  

òI'm proud to be labeled as salutatorian, 

but it's really the teachers I must thank,ó 

Watson said. òAll I did was what I was told 

to do: homework, study, classwork.ó 

He also gave a shout out to his Advanced 

Placement classes, where Watson said he 

òlearned the most about how to study and 

apply what I learned.ó 

Watson feels there is no reason in doing 

something if 100 percent of his energy will 

not be put into it, which is how his hard work 

paid off in the end. This includes never 

being afraid to ask for help, never losing 

sight of his goals, and never taking anything 

for granted.  

òIf it's worth doing, it's worth doing right,ó he 

said. òApplies to school, life, [and] home. 

The little details add up into the big 

picture.ó 

Both Dixon and Watson encourage other 

students to realize their potential and shoot 

for the stars.  

òThe old saying ôYou can achieve anything 

you set your mind toõ is a clich® for a 

reason,ó Dixon said. òThe key to becoming 

an accomplished individual truly lies within 

yourself. You will never recognize your fullest 

potential without believing in yourself and 

shooting for the stars.ó 

Watson adds he aimed to give his all òevery 

day, no matter wható and, at some point, 

òdedication yields results.ó 

Top Of The Class  
TCCHS recognizes Valedictorian and Salutatorian  

By Hunter Green, student reporter  

Dakota Saige Beever  

Emily Kay Jordan Bush  

Kaleb Lee Carter  

Logan Danielle Covington  

Deana Nichole Dabner  

Maria Star Davis  

Hannah Nicole Dixon  

Kaitlyn Mackenzie Douglas  

Kaylyn Elizabeth Durwin  

Madison Brynn Everett  

Haiden Grace Hall  

Logan Alacia Herring  

Ethan Alton Hopper  

Megan Nicole Hornsby  

Anna Elizabeth Jense  

Lindsey Mikayla Jordan  

Austin James Kelley  

Eli Colby Kosciw  

Christina Athanasia Maggitas  

Maggie Belle Martin  

Keyunna Annice Meeks  

Jessica Hope Nelson  

Palmer Grace NeSmith  

Lauren Emily Pearson  

Anna Elizabeth Raffield  

Andrew Brock Reid  

Kendall Anne Salter  

Taylor Amelia Searcy  

Bethany Lindel Sharpe  

Caitlin Mae Simmons  

J. Benjiman Smith  

Madison Elizabeth Smith  

Megan Nicole Stanley  

Justin Taylor Strickland  

Steven Van Tran  

Luvy Mercedes Valdivia Miranda  

Zarah Jacqueline Varney  

Shannicia K -jana Walker  

Katie Rebecca Warren  

Chandler Avery Watson  

Aaron Nathaniel Westbrook  

Ava River White  

Bayli Madison Williams  

Tyler Alene Williamson  

Daniel Camille Winchester  

Vince Allen Wynn  

2017 Honor Graduates  


