
The One Pager 
- The one pager is a single page response that shows your understanding of The Narrative of the 
Life of Frederick Douglas, An American Slave. It is a way of presenting your individual, unique 
understanding. It is a way to be creative and experimental. It is a way to respond to your reading 
imaginatively and honestly while being brief and compressed. 

Directions for your One Pager: Check each off task as it is completed

_____  Title with Author: Put the title and author located somewhere the reader will notice it. 
	

 Make sure that your title is creative and original. 

_____ Theme: Pick ONE theme from the narrative and explain how it relates to a form      
	

 of freedom OR bondage in the narrative. Support your thoughts with references from the 
	

 text. 

_____ Personal Response: Make a personal statement about the theme by explaining what 
	

 the theme means to you. 

_____ Quotes or Excerpts: Find TWO notable quotes or excerpts from the text that 
	

 demonstrates ONE of the themes of the narrative. Explain what the quotes mean and how 
	

 you relate to the theme. Include appropriate citations from the text. 

_____Visual images: Use insightful visual images (drawn, cut from magazines, computer, etc). 
	

 These 	

pictures need to illustrate what pictures you have in your mind from reading. Feel 
	

 free to 	

use markers to make it colorful. 

_____  Question: Ask one question about the theme and thoroughly answer it by citing 
	

 evidence from the text. 

How to Make your One Pager Successful

- Give your audience insight into your thinking and processing of reading
- Follow ALL of the directions
- Do not merely summarize
- Use colored pens or markers to make your work more visually appealing
- Fill the entire page and be creative

One Pager Response to 
The Life and Narrative of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave

Directions:
 1. Follow the prompt below. 
 2. Your One Pager should be presented using a poster white paper (one side only). 
 3. Focus on (1) one theme from the narrative that relates to a form of freedom OR                          
 bondage in the narrative.  



Rubric

20 15 10 5 0

Followed 
Directions

All parts of the One 
Pager are included and 
all directions are 
followed. 

One part of the One 
Pager is missing (title, 
author, theme, personal 
response, quotes or 
excerpts, visual images, 
questions with answers)

Two parts of the One 
Pager are missing (title, 
author, theme, personal 
response, quotes or 
excerpts, visual images, 
questions with answers)

Three parts of the One 
Pager are missing (title, 
author, theme, personal 
response, quotes or 
excerpts, visual images, 
questions with answers)

4 or more parts 
of the One 
Pager are 
missing. 
Directions were 
not followed 
and or/ failed to 
respond to the 
task. 

Theme Contains a theme with 
a clear and relevant 
explanation of how it 
relates to a form of 
freedom or bondage in 
the text. Responses 
indicate a thorough 
understanding of the 
text’s theme. 
Necessary support 
with examples are 
included and the 
information is clearly 
text-based. 

Contains a theme with a 
clear and relevant 
explanation of how it 
relates to a form of 
freedom or bondage in 
the text. Responses 
indicate a thorough 
understanding of the 
text’s theme. The 
response is accurate and 
fulfills all the 
requirements of the text, 
but the required support 
may not be complete and/
or clearly text base. 

Contains a theme and 
an explanation of how 
it relates to a form of 
freedom or bondage in 
the text. Responses 
indicate a partial 
understanding of the 
text’s theme. The 
response may include 
information essentially 
correct and text based, 
but the information is 
too general. Some of 
the support may be 
incomplete or omitted. 

Contains theme and an 
explanation of how it 
relates to a form of 
freedom or bondage in 
the text; however, the 
response indicates a 
very limited 
understanding of the  
the text. The response is  
incomplete, may exhibit  
many flaws, and may 
not address all 
requirements of the task. 

Failed to 
respond to the 
task. 

Illustrations Illustrations are 
insightful, original, 
and relates to the 
theme. 

Illustrations relate to the 
theme but are not 
insightful or creative. 

Illustrations are 
attempted but are not 
relevant to the theme. 

Illustrations are 
confusing and/or 
incomplete. 

Failed to 
respond to the 
task. 

Personal 
Response

Personal response 
relates to the theme, 
and a thorough 
explanation of how 
you relate to the theme 
is included, and the 
ideas are clearly 
expressed. 

Personal response relates 
to the theme and an 
explanation of how you 
relate to the theme are 
included; however, the 
ideas may not be clearly 
expressed. 

Personal response 
relates the theme; 
however, an 
explanation of how you 
relate to the theme is 
not included. 

Personal response and 
explanation of how you 
relate to the theme is 
attempted but 
incomplete and/or 
irrelevant to the theme. 

Failed to 
respond to the 
task. 

Excerpts or 
quotes

Two excerpts or 
quotes are used from 
the text and the theme 
is clearly  addressed. 
An explanation of 
what the excerpts or 
quotes mean are 
provided. 

One excerpt or quote is 
used from the text and the 
theme is clearly 
addressed. An 
explanation of what the 
excerpts or quotes mean 
are provided. 

Excerpt or quotes are 
used from the text but 
the theme is not clearly 
addressed and/or the 
explanation of what the 
excerpts or quotes 
means is not clearly 
stated. 

Excerpts or quotes are 
attempted but are 
incomplete and/or 
irrelevant to the theme. 
The explanation of what 
the excerpts or quotes 
mean may also be 
incomplete and/or 
irrelevant. 

Failed to 
respond to the 
task. 

Question Question and answers 
are relevant to the 
theme, indicates a 
thorough 
understanding of the 
text, and evidence 
from the text is 
supported. 

Questions and answers 
are relevant to the theme, 
indicates acceptable 
understanding of the text, 
and evidence from the 
text is supported. 

Questions and answers 
are relevant to the 
theme and evidence 
from the text is 
supported; however, the 
response indicates a 
partial understanding of 
the text; information 
may be too general or 
simplistic. 

Questions and answers 
may indicate a very 
limited understanding of 
the text, and/or 
irrelevant to the theme. 

Failed to 
respond to the 
task. 

Use of class 
time

Worked on project 
with group. Never 
distracted others. 

Usually worked on 
project with group. 
Rarely distracted others. 

Worked sometimes on 
project with group. 
Occasionally distracted 
others. 

Rarely worked on 
project with group. 
Frequently distracted 
others. 

Failed to 
respond to the 
task. 




